The Iroha (L)% (X)) is a Japanese poem. Originally the poem was attributed to the founder of the
Shingon Esoteric sect of Buddhism in Japan, Kiikai, but more modern research has found the date of
composition to be later in the Heian period (794-1179). The first record of its existence dates from
1079.

It is famous because it is a perfect pangram, containing each character of the Japanese syllabary
exactly once. Because of this, it is also used as an ordering for the syllabary, in the same way as the A,
B, C, D... sequence of the Latin alphabet. The iroha contains every kana only once, with the exception
of A (-n), which was not distinguished from © mu in writing until the early 20th century.

Structurally, the poem follows the standard 7-5 pattern of Japanese poetry (with one hypometric line),
and in modern times it is generally written that way, in contexts where line breaks are used. The text of
the poem is:

WA IFICIEAL Iro ha nihoheto &®l3EX Y  Iro wa nioedo
50%h %% Chirinuru wo B hh3%  Chirinuru o
bhkicnz Wa ka yo tare so HHEEZ  Wa ga yo tare zo
DREST Tsune naramu BEHA Tsune naran
SHDELXE Uwi no okuyama BAODHREL  Uino okuyama
ITAZRT Kefu koete SH#EXT  Kyo koete
HEIZTWHHL Asaki yume mishi EEERLC  Asaki yume miji
R0bBET Wehi mo sesu BuwHHEd  Eimosezu

Even the blossoming flowers [Colors are fragrant, but they]
Will eventually scatter
Who in our world
Is unchanging?
The deep mountains of karma—
We cross them today
And we shall not have superficial dreams
Nor be deluded
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